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medical graduate of Edinburgh. In 1758 Home was awarded a
medal by The Honourable Board of Trustees for the Improvement of
Manufactures in North Britain for an essay entitled Experiments
on Bleaching. The biographical notes to Kay's Portraits tell us
that "he received many testimonies from manufacturers whose
art it had improved."

These remarks refer to the use of sulphuric acid for bleaching
in the Scottish linen industry. As a boy I wondered, as many
others must have Vondered, why elementary text-books of
chemistry always describe the manufacture of sulphuric acid in
great detail. Indeed it is often the only substance whose com-
mercial production is so desdtibecf in an introductory course. The
reason illustrates the rule that there usually are good reasons for
the contents of a syllabus, though the painstaking efforts of peda-
gogues often prevent us from seeing them. Sulphuric acid was
the first chemical product manufactured on a commercial scale.
The fact that it was available in large quantities gave it priority
as an ingredient in choosing alternative methods of making other
substances. Thus Liebig remarks in his Chemical Essays that:

We may judge with great accuracy the commercial prosperity
of a country from the amount of sulphuric acid it consumes.

The first factory for the manufacture of sulphuric acid was
therefore a portentous event in the industrial efflorescence of the
eighteenth century. It was set up in Birmingham in 1746 by
Dr. Roebuck in partnership with Mr. Garbett, three years before
Roebuck started a larger manufactory at Prestonpans. Roebuck's
return to the country in which he received his medical education
was momentous. It is hardly too much to say that what Boulton
was to England Roebuck was to Scotland. Boulton, Roebuck,
and Wedgwood were the finest flower of a period when the
entrepreneur still discharged a creative function, participating
actively in the scientific discoveries which occur when prosperity
is advancing and contributing to its further advance. Of his rela-
tion to the major theme of the Industrial Revolution we have a
well-documented account in Dr. Hamilton's book. His unique